Ambassador of Israel to Sweden Benny Dagan’s remarks for Jan. 26, 2012 at the Great Synagogue, Stockholm:

Your Majesties, Excellencies, Survivors, Friends:

More than six years ago The General Assembly of the UN, on the initiative of the State of Israel, the homeland of the Jewish people, designated January 27, the day the Auschwitz death camp was liberated, as an annual International Day of Commemoration of the victims of the Holocaust.

The state of Israel absorbed many of the survivors and along the years has fulfilled its mission, promise and commitment  to be a refuge and home for all Jews in need and distress. 

The UN resolution reaffirmed and I quote: “that the Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of one third of the Jewish people along with countless members of other minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism and prejudice. 

The resolution also “rejects any denial of the Holocaust as an historical event, either in full or part”. 

Unfortunately, the resolution is relevant as ever as just 5 days ago, Iranian President Ahmadinejad yet again denied the Holocaust in an interview with Mexican TV. 
Ambassador Jan Eliasson, who later became the Foreign Minister of Sweden, presided over this historic session of the UN. He, together with the Americans and others was instrumental in passing this resolution.
It couldn’t have been achieved without the remarkable groundwork laid more than a decade ago by PM Persson and other visionary leaders. 

They created here in Stockholm new home-based and international tools - the Stockholm Declaration, The Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance, and Research, and Living History; to educate, to inspire, and to instill new generations with the moral strength needed to recognize evil and to fight it before it condemns us to destruction.

They walked in the footsteps of a great son of Sweden, Raoul Wallenberg who was born 100 years ago. 

Early as 1963, Yad Vashem, The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority of Israel recognized Wallenberg as Righteous among the Nations for saving the lives of tens of thousands of Jews under the most horrendous circumstances. 

Let us pay tribute today also to 9 other brave Swedes, all of them recognized Righteous among the Nations by Israel:

Per Anger, Lars Berg, Carl Iwan Danielsson, Wallenberg’s colleagues at the Swedish mission to Budapest, Hungary. 
Elisabetta Hesselblad, a Swedish nun in Rome

Elow Kihlgren, Swedish Honorary Consul in Genoa 

Valdemar & Nina Langlet, Swedish Red Cross delegates in Budapest

Pastor Erik Myrgren, Priest at the Swedish Church in Berlin

Erik  Perwe, Vicar of the Swedish Church in Berlin.

And today I want to acknowledge Jadwiga Waszcuk of Poland who recently was posthumously awarded the title of Righteous among the nations. Jadwiga risked her life and the lives of her children when she hid in 1942 a Jewish family in her home in the town of Wegrow. One of the women she saved is Bina HaCohen, who is alive today, living in Jerusalem and nearing ninety years of age. 

Jadwiga's granddaughter Maria Byzcinski and Maria's daughter Caroline are with us here today (Maria and Caroline please stand up). They participated in the award ceremony in Jerusalem together with Maria’s mother Alina. These three generations of women are a testament to Jadwiga’s heroism and humanism.

The Stockholm Declaration asks that “The selfless sacrifices of those who defied the Nazis, and sometimes gave their own lives to protect or rescue the Holocaust's victims, must also be inscribed in our hearts”. 
They are indeed inscribed in our hearts, God bless their memory!

